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Empire Youth Arts Reaches the Regions 
In 2011 Empire Youth Arts has branched out into the wider Toowoomba area to bring performing arts programs to regional students, including those living in the heavily flood-affected Lockyer Valley region.  
Catering exclusively for the students at Lockyer District High School, the program developed by the Empire Theatre’s Empire Youth Arts provides participants with the chance to build their confidence, enhance their communication skills and explore the world through drama and performance techniques. 
Regional Stages funding from Arts Queensland has enabled the Empire Theatre’s fulltime Youth Arts Director, Claire Christian, to work at Lockyer District High School, where she has developed two significant programs.

“Since Term One this year, I have been running after-school drama workshops each week that focus on teamwork, performing arts techniques and story-telling, with having fun the main aim of the game,” Miss Christian said. 

Miss Christian, a qualified Secondary teacher and award-winning playwright, said in addition to improving drama skills, confidence, creativity and communication are the key. 

Furthermore, Miss Christian has recently implemented an Artists in Residence program, commissioning nine experts from various arts backgrounds to deliver workshops through the High School’s Performing Arts department. 

“The Artists in Residence program allows the students in the Lockyer Valley to learn not only from myself, but nine other specialists with considerable expertise in visual arts, theatre, dance, music and singing,” she said. 
A similar program is also in the process of being rolled out by the Empire Theatre at Pittsworth State High School. 

Empire Theatre General Manager, Ann-Marie Ryan, said both the after-school drama program and Artists in Residence program at the Lockyer District High School are a reflection of the Empire Theatre’s ongoing commitment to empowering regional youth through the performing arts. 

“The Empire Theatre is committed to increasing the access that young people within the wider Toowoomba district have to the performing arts, both as audiences and, more importantly, as makers of the performance,” Ms Ryan said. 

In 2009 the Empire Theatre Projects Company was formed as a subsidiary of the main company, Empire Theatres Pty Ltd, with the mission to increase the breadth and depth of the community’s interaction with the performing arts by creating a number of initiatives and products designed to be taken to the regions. 

“With Regional Stages funding through Arts Queensland, the Projects Company developed Empire Youth Arts, Toowoomba’s only dedicated youth theatre company,” she said. 
“As well as Empire Youth Arts taking these two programs to Lockyer District High School, we have facilitated workshops in Oakey, Highfields and Pittsworth this year alone.” 

For more information please contact Empire Theatre Projects Officer, Jeanette Wedmaier, on 4698 9925. 
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