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Indigenous Youth Participate in Dance Workshops 
In 2011 the Empire Theatre established its inaugural Indigenous Dance Project, offering hip hop and contemporary dance workshops to youth in the Toowoomba region.  
The workshops were facilitated by members of the Aboriginal Centre for the Performing Arts in Brisbane and administered by the Empire Theatre Projects Company, which received Regional Stages funding from Arts Queensland for projects such as these. 
Empire Theatre General Manager, Ann-Marie Ryan, said the four workshops held across the Toowoomba region offered a new and exciting experience for the participants. 
“By providing opportunities for Indigenous youth groups and students to engage with contemporary dance, the Empire Theatre hopes to increase the depth of the community’s connection with the performing arts,” Ms Ryan said.  

“These workshops are designed to introduce the Indigenous students to dance and only require a willingness to have a go,” she said. 
Empire Theatre Projects Officer, Jeanette Wedmaier, said Oakey Reconciliation Group, Whaddup (a local indigenous youth group), Rockville State Primary and Harristown State High Schools have already participated in three workshops, with one more scheduled for 2011. 
Harristown State High School’s Community Education Counsellor, Helen Dingle, said her school is very appreciative of The Empire Theatre and the Aboriginal Centre for the Performing Arts for including her students in the project. 

“It has been a wonderful opportunity for our students to be involved in contemporary dance and I have heard nothing but positive feedback from the students who participated,” Ms Dingle said. 

“It has been a wonderful incentive for the students to excel within the school environment and has enabled my students to stay focussed and inspired,” she said. 

“It has been awesome – there really is no other word to describe this project and the positive effect it has had on my students.” 
In addition to these workshops, the Empire Theatre has sourced Toowoomba Regional Council Community Access Funding, allowing students from Harristown State High School, Whaddup and Oakey Reconciliation Group to attend Bangarra Dance Theatre’s performance of Mathinna at the Empire Theatre in November.   
Ann-Marie Ryan said it is critical that the Empire Theatre, which is recognised as the cultural and artistic hub of the Toowoomba region, is supporting the distribution of quality performing arts experiences to all sectors of the community. 

Furthermore, The Empire Theatre, together with the major sponsor of Mathinna, the University of Southern Queensland, has invited Bangarra Dance Theatre to deliver a number of workshops both to these groups participating in the Indigenous Dance Project and the large indigenous community at the University. 

For more information please contact Empire Theatre Projects Officer, Jeanette Wedmaier, on 4698 9925.
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