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Origin8 Awards Best School Fast Film
Back for its third year, the Origin8 Fast Film Festival is promising to be bigger and better!
The stakes are particularly high for student entrants, with an award for the Best Schools Entry for the first time, with the winning team walking away with an E-Camera Stabiliser, worth $770, from Evolution Studios. 

Origin8 is a 24 hour film-making competition open to budding Speilbergs of all ages. Teams of up to 8 people can register for the events, held over the weekend of August 12 – 14, 2011. 

Downlands College Film, Television and New Media Teacher, Rob Masters, said offering a prize exclusively for school groups will encourage more teachers and students to get involved.  

“The competition is a fantastic opportunity to work intensively with the students and provide on-the-job training,” Mr Masters said. 
“The previous rules had made it hard for combined teacher/student groups, as we were competing against experienced and professional filmmakers,” he said. 

The new category, catering exclusively for groups that are comprised of members from the one school and include no more than one teacher, will ensure an equal playing field for students and provide a special incentive for their teachers. 
“The E-Camera stabiliser is a great prize because it’s the kind of equipment that schools are hesitant to purchase, especially after spending thousands on cameras and editing software,” he said. 

Mr Masters is no stranger to the Fast Film Festival, having previously entered with his students and declaring it the highlight of his teaching year.  
“The experience was amazing. I lived on adrenaline the entire weekend, loving every moment.”

“It is intense, it can be frustrating and Murphy’s Law will apply to everything, but ultimately it is only a 24 hour commitment and the experience you gain, as well as the benefit for the students, is invaluable.” 

This year, Colin Mackay The Good Guys, together with the Empire Theatres Foundation, will provide the prize pool, which includes $5000 cash for the Best Fast Film and $500 cash for various categories including Best Individual Performance, Best Script or Concept, Best Cinematography, Best Under 18 and Best Sound Design. 
Team registrations for Origin8 Fast Film Festival must be received by Friday 12 August when teams collect their “Integr8 list” of special themes which their films must be based on. 
Finished films are to be submitted on Saturday 13 August by 8pm and the screening of the Top 8 films will be held at the Empire Theatre on Sunday 14 August at 6.30pm. 
For more information check out the Empire Theatre website www.empiretheatre.com.au.  
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