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Stars Named Guest Judges for Origin8 Fast Film Festival 
The Empire Theatre will play host to two of Australia’s best known television and movie stars during Origin8 Fast Film Festival held from 12-14 August.  

John Batchelor from Sea Patrol and Ross Grayson Bell, the producer behind Fight Club, will be judging the best films made by aspiring teams during a fast and furious 24 hours of filmmaking across Toowoomba. 

Best known for his role as ‘Charge’ Thorpe from the TV drama series Sea Patrol, Batchelor has been working in Film, Television and on the stage for nearly 20 years. 

He has appeared in television shows, Water Rats, Stingers and 30 Seconds, as well as movie roles in Inspector Gadget 2 and Danny Deckchair. He will also be in the upcoming series of Underbelly: Razor. 

Fellow judge, Ross Grayson Bell, is the producer behind the ground-breaking feature film Fight Club, which starred Brad Pitt and Edward Norton. 

Having created his own production company in Los Angeles in 1993, Atman Entertainment, Grayson Bell formed producing partnerships with Winona Ryder, Jamie Foxx, Lawrence Bender and Joshua Donen. 
Batchelor and Grayson Bell will join two local judges, Councillor Ros Scotney and Head Honcho of Evolution Studios, Shayne Cantly, to choose the best films and award the prize pool of over $10,000.  

Colin Mackay the Good Guys, together with the Empire Theatres Foundation, will provide the prizes, which includes $5000 cash for the Best Fast Film and $500 cash for various categories including Best Individual Performance, Best Script or Concept, Best Cinematography, Best Under 18 and Best Sound Design. 
For the first time, Batchelor, Grayson Bell and their fellow judges will also have the difficult task of awarding the best schools entry with an E-Camera Stabiliser, worth $770, from Evolution Studios. 

Origin8 is a 24 hour filmmaking competition open to budding Speilbergs of all ages. Teams of up to 8 people can register for the events, held over the weekend of August 12 – 14. 

Artistic Director of the Empire Theatre, Lewis Jones, said that Origin8 Fast Film Festival organisers are excited to be hosting such experienced and acclaimed guests. 
“The Empire Theatre feels both honoured and excited to welcome John Batchelor and Ross Grayson Bell to Toowoomba, as their experience in the television and film industry will be extremely valuable to the budding filmmakers participating in the festival,” Mr Jones said. 
“The Origin8 Fast Film Festival is about originality, creativity and innovation and has been designed specifically to provide an opportunity for emerging filmmakers to develop their skills and be rewarded for their efforts,” he said. 

“With the technology to film and edit so readily available, we want to encourage people within our community and beyond to get creative and to explore the possibilities.” 

Team registrations for Origin8 Fast Film Festival must be received by Friday 12 August at 8pm, when teams collect their “Intergr8 list” of special themes which their films must be based on. 
Finished films are to be submitted on Saturday 13 August by 8pm and the screening of the Top 8 films will be held at the Empire Theatre on Sunday 14 August at 6.30pm. 

For more information or to register a team, visit www.empiretheatre.com.au or phone the Empire Theatres Ticketing Office on 1300 655 299.  
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