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Toowoomba Regional Arts and Community Centre (TRACC) to be Launched
The Toowoomba Regional Arts and Community Centre (TRACC) project will be officially launched on the Empire Theatre stage on Thursday August 18 at 5.30pm.

The TRACC project will be situated on the Empire Theatre Precinct, on the part of the site currently occupied by the old Wesley Church Hall behind the Empire Church Theatre. The Heritage Council agreement to the replacement of the Hall was finally obtained in June.

Empire Theatres board Chairman Professor Peter Swannell said the proposed facility would provide a medium sized performance venue, complementing the two existing magnificent theatres. It will be available for use by touring, professional and community groups.

"The 350 seat TRACC theatre space will meet this demand within the region, with the venue being suitable for use as a home for youth theatre programs, a drama theatre, a comedy club, cabaret and open mic venue, an educational facility for performing arts professionals and for art-house and international film festivals," Prof Swannell said.

"We are delighted to officially launch the TRACC, which will provide a high quality, essential facility for the Toowoomba region without increasing the burden on ratepayers", he said.

As part of its detailed business plan, the Empire Theatre's public fundraising target is to raise $1.5 million towards the cost of this project, with TRACC Fundraising Committee Chairman, Clive Armitage, at the helm.

"These exciting plans for a venue in the heart of the cultural precinct of Toowoomba will contribute essential resources to the area, in particular providing for our very talented youth," Mr Armitage said.

"I have chosen to support this project proposed by the Empire Theatre after many years of employing hundreds of young people and seeing the need for facilities in our region which support and develop the abilities and talents of future generations," he said.

"I encourage the Toowoomba community to join me in supporting this essential initiative of the Empire Theatre."

Located in the heart of Toowoomba's cultural precinct, the TRACC will be owned by Toowoomba Regional Council and operated on its behalf by Empire Theatres Pty Ltd. Its location adjacent to the existing theatres facilitates the efficient use of existing support capabilities and professional expertise.

The venue will feature high quality technical equipment and state-of-the-art facilities including retractable seating and a cable-net tension wire grid, providing safe access to lighting and rigging equipment.

The project is due for completion in 2014.

For more information on the TRACC or how you can be involved by making a tax deductible donation to the TRACC Building Fund, please visit www.empiretheatre.com.au or phone the Empire Theatre on 4698 9900. 
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