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Iconic Empire Theatre Inducted Into Hall of Fame

The Empire Theatre was inducted into the Toowoomba Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s Hall of Fame recently, a timely achievement, given the Theatre is celebrating its Centenary Year in 2011. 

It joins other longstanding Toowoomba organisations, such as Heritage Building Society and the University of Southern Queensland. 
Empire Theatre General Manager, Ann-Marie Ryan, said it is an honour to be acknowledged as an enduring icon in the Toowoomba community, by being inducted into the Hall of Fame.

“I am delighted for the Empire Theatre to be recognised for our contribution to the business community in this region,” Ms Ryan said.
“In 1997, when the Theatre first re-opened, 72,000 people walked through our doors. In 2010, that number increased to over 130,000,” she said. 

Ms Ryan said that the regular influx of Empire Theatre patrons, many of whom are visitors to Toowoomba, is of substantial economic benefit to the region.  
“Showtime at the Empire Theatre has an immediate and positive impact on other industries in the city, namely restaurants, hotels, motels and service stations.” 
In addition to this direct economic contribution, the Empire Theatre has long been known as the cultural heart of Toowoomba. 

“The timing of this Hall of Fame induction could not be better, with the launch of our new venue, the Toowoomba Regional Arts and Community Centre (TRACC) earlier this month,” she said. 
The TRACC, a medium-sized, flexible venue for performing arts in the region, will be available for use by touring, professional and community groups and will contribute essential resources to the Toowoomba area. 

“Furthermore, the Empire Theatre’s Heritage listing and its proud status as the largest regional theatre in Australia combine to make the Theatre an iconic part of Toowoomba’s past and future.” 
For more information on the Theatre please phone the Empire Theatre on 4698 9900 or visit www.empiretheatre.com.au. 
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