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Empire Theatre Unveils a Year of Entertainment 
The Empire Theatre is launching its 2012 Subscription Series today, with audiences set for a huge year of diverse and exciting performances. 
From musicals along the yellow brick road to ballet in Brisbane’s Cloudland ballroom to opera in Japan, the Empire Theatre’s 2012 season provides a kaleidoscope of characters, locations and stories. 
Following in the highly successful footsteps of its 2011 major production, The Boy From Oz, the Empire Theatre will once again produce an in-house musical, this time travelling to the Emerald City in The Wizard of Oz in March and April. 
Empire Theatre Acting General Manager, Kerry Saul, said this timeless favourite, sponsored by Heritage, is a major highlight in the 2012 season. 
“The Wizard of Oz will feature all the classic songs, such as Over the Rainbow, Yellow Brick Road and We’re off to See The Wizard, and will be a real musical treat for the whole family,” Mr Saul said. 
Another Series highlight is April’s Fool, an Empire Theatres production about grief, loss and recovery which originally premiered in Oakey last year. Earlier this year it received funding for a national tour in 2012, which will include Toowoomba.    

Old favourites will also return to the Empire stage next year, with the Queensland Symphony Orchestra, Australia Ballet and Opera Queensland performing throughout the year. 

Queensland Ballet returns with Cloudland, based on real-life stories of romance, friendship and war-time relationships in Brisbane’s Cloudland ballroom. 
“Queensland Ballet was a sold-out event this year and next year's performance of Cloudland is sure to wow audiences again,” Mr Saul said.  
“If you’ve never visited the Theatre before, our 2012 season offers you many reasons to try it out.” 
“We’ve included many shows aimed at audiences of all ages, with Peter Rabbit and James and the Giant Peach for the little ones and Biddies, Jane Rutter and Rhonda Burchmore for Mum and Dad.” 
Fast film fever returns to Toowoomba’s streets in August, with the fourth annual Origin8 Fast Film Festival promising to be bigger and better than ever.
The 2012 season will be launched at a series of events throughout the day – with a Business Partners’ Breakfast in the morning followed by a presentation to school teachers in the afternoon and, finally, a presentation to patrons and past subscribers in the evening. 

It’s easy to become a subscriber. Just choose five or more shows from the Empire Theatre’s 2011 Subscription Series and you will receive a discount to each show. For more information contact the Empire Theatres ticketing office on 1300 655 299 or visit www.empiretheatre.com.au. 
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