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Wizard of Oz to Sparkle in 2012

Dorothy’s red shoes aren’t the only thing that will be sparkling in the Empire Theatre’s 2012 production of The Wizard of Oz. 

With the four members of the creative team now announced, the experience, knowledge and passion they each possess, will ensure all elements of next year’s major production for the Empire Theatre will shine.  
Leading the team is Director Alison Vallette, who is no stranger to the Empire Theatre stage, having directed Cats in 2009 and choreographed five major musicals, including the highly successful The Boy From Oz earlier this year. 

Ms Vallette, who is well known for her dance teaching and choreography throughout southern Queensland, has been involved in the theatre industry since her early childhood. 
Joining Ms Vallette is Gabriel Comerford, who makes his debut as Choreographer in an Empire Theatre’s production. 

Mr Comerford, a Queensland University of Technology graduate and former Toowoomba resident, has facilitated a variety of dance workshops state-wide, been involved in a number of dance projects and also made the Top 40 of So You Think You Can Dance in 2009. 
Providing musical direction will be Rainer Pollard. The Wizard of Oz will mark Mr Pollard’s fifth show with the Empire Theatre and his third as Musical Director. 
Lastly, the stage will come alive under the guidance of Josh McIntosh as Set Designer. This will be the second time Mr McIntosh has designed for the Empire Theatre. 

He is a well-respected Set Designer, having created sets for Queensland Theatre Company, Harvest Rain Theatre Company, La Boite, Queensland Arts Council and many others. 

Empire Theatre Acting General Manager, Kerry Saul, said he is thrilled to have such a professional, dedicated creative team working on this production. 

“These four members of the creative team are all exceptionally talented and highly regarded in their respective industries,” Mr Saul said. 

“We welcome them to the Empire Theatre and look forward to the entertaining and memorable show they will piece together,” he said. 

Tickets for The Wizard of Oz will be on sale on Thursday 10 November as part of the launch of the Empire Theatre’s 2012 Subscription Series. 
-Ends-
Media Enquiries 

Vivien Doneley
Marketing Officer
Empire Theatres

Ph: (07) 4698 9923


Email: vivien@empiretheatre.com.au
 

