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Lockyer Kids Get Real 
For nine months the New Crop Ensemble, comprising of dedicated performing arts students from the Lockyer Valley District High School, has been working with the Empire Theatre’s youth program, Empire Youth Arts, to create a piece of theatre that tells their story. 

For one night only, the New Crop Ensemble will present its collection of stories in a play called Get Real on the Empire Theatre stage on Monday 21 November at 6.30pm. 

Get Real exposes what it is to be a rural teenager in 2011. Focusing on the theme of perception, students have worked with a wide range of professional artists to broaden their horizons and heighten their skills. 

Regional Stages funding from Arts Queensland has enabled the Empire Theatre’s fulltime Youth Arts Director, Claire Christian, to work at Lockyer Valley District High School this year, developing this play through two significant programs. 

“Since Term One this year, I have been running after-school drama workshops each week that focus on teamwork, performing arts techniques and story-telling, with having fun the main aim of the game,” Ms Christian said. 

Ms Christian, a qualified Secondary teacher and award-winning playwright, said in addition to improving drama skills, confidence, creativity and communication are the key. 

Ms Christian has also implemented an ‘Artists in Residence’ program, commissioning nine experts from various arts background to deliver workshops through the high school’s performing arts department. 

“The Artists in Residence program allows students in the Lockyer Valley to learn not only from myself, but nine other specialists with considerable expertise in visual arts, theatre, dance, music and singing,” she said. 
A similar program is also in the process of being rolled out by the Empire Theatre at Pittsworth State High School. 
The Empire Theatre’s Acting General Manager, Kerry Saul, said both the after-school drama program and Artists in Residence program at the Lockyer Valley District High School are a reflection of the Empire Theatre’s ongoing commitment to empowering regional youth through the performing arts.

“The Empire Theatre is committed to increasing the access that young people within the wider Toowoomba district have to the performing arts, both as audiences and, more importantly, as makers of the performance,” Mr Saul said. 

“These students have worked tirelessly to put their show, Get Real, on the Empire Theatre stage, and the final outcome will be a real credit to them,” he said.
Tickets for the performance are still available. 

For more information or to purchase tickets, contact the Empire Theatres ticketing office on 1300 655 299 or visit www.empiretheatre.com.au. 
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