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$25,000 Arts Bursary Now Open
The highly prestigious Empire Theatres Foundation Brian Boak Bursary is now open for 2012 applications, with one exceptional applicant set to walk away with $25,000.
This life-changing award will offer support to next generation Mozarts and Pavarottis, with the Brian Boak ‘Outstanding Performer’ Bursary being used to facilitate the successful applicant’s ongoing professional arts career development. 
Empire Theatres Foundation Chairperson, Sheena Liley, said the Brian Boak ‘Outstanding Performer’ Bursary is designed to assist exceptional young performers who demonstrate outstanding skills and possess national potential in their field of expertise. 
“This Bursary, offered biennially through the Empire Theatres Foundation in Toowoomba, offers support to a person wishing to pursue a program of study or professional development at a recognised institution or under the guidance of a distinguished mentor, in the areas of acting, dancing, singing or instrumental performance,” Mrs Liley said.  

This ‘Outstanding Performer’ Bursary and the Brian Boak ‘Developing Performer’ Bursary, worth $10,000, were made possible through the generosity of the late Brian Boak, a staunch supporter of arts on the Darling Downs and an Empire Theatre enthusiast. 
Two years ago, Sydney cellist Martin Smith won the ‘Outstanding Performer’ Bursary, enabling him to continue his studies in Berlin and travel to Florence, Italy, each month to study with a renowned tutor and cellist. 

“Without the Brian Boak Bursary it would not be feasible for me to travel there, and would therefore make it impossible to take up this amazing opportunity,” Mr Smith said. 

Mr Smith originally heard about the Bursary from friends in Germany. 
“Since then, the status of the award has grown and so it has become one of the most well-known awards available to musicians in Australia,” he said. 

“I hope in the end, through the generous support of the Brian Boak Bursary, that I will be able to return to Australia and contribute on some level to the already varied and vibrant cultural scene that exists.” 

Mrs Liley said the Empire Theatres Foundation is looking for someone, who, like Mr Smith, has extraordinary talent, impressive achievements and dedication. 

Applications for the ‘Outstanding Performer’ Bursary are now open and will close on 31 January, 2012. 

For more information contact the Empire Theatre on (07) 4698 9900 or visit www.empiretheatre.com.au. 
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