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Empire’s Leading Lady Has Big Slippers to Fill 
The Empire Theatre is thrilled to announce Highfields local, Bria Valderrama, as its latest leading lady.

After landing the role last week, the 18-year-old is preparing to fill big, sparkly ruby slippers when she plays Dorothy in the Empire Theatre’s 2012 major production, The Wizard of Oz. 

As a seasoned performer and accomplished singer, Miss Valderrama is no stranger to the stage; however this will be her first appearance in an Empire Theatre major production. 
“I am most looking forward to working with experienced performers and gaining new experience myself,” Miss Valderrama said. 

“The Wizard of Oz will be a fun production to be a part of and I am really looking forward to playing the role of Dorothy,” she said. 

Joining Miss Valderrama is ‘Lion’ Brad Boynton, ‘Tin Man’ Patrick Dwyer and ‘Scarecrow’ Jonathan Scott. ‘Aunty Em’ will be played by Helen Richards, ‘Wicked Witch’ by Eliza Swan and ‘Glinda’ by Ashley Jones. Robin Grundon will play ‘Uncle Henry’ and Russell Reynolds will perform the role of ‘Wizard’. 
A crazy dog audition held at the Empire Theatre led to Dorothy’s devoted pup, ‘Toto’, being played by Frodo, who owner Tony Rehn describes as “part straight haired and part wiry haired terrier crossed with Jack Russell.”  

Working behind the scenes is director Alison Vallette, who directed Cats in 2009 for the Empire Theatre and has choreographed five major musicals, including the highly successful The Boy From Oz earlier this year. 

Joining Ms Vallette in the creative team is choreographer Gabriel Comerford, musical director Rainer Pollard and set designer Josh McIntosh. 

The Wizard of Oz is the timeless family classic following Dorothy and her friends as they embark on a quest to find the mighty Wizard of Oz and obtain their heart’s desires. It will feature the much loved classic songs Over the Rainbow, Yellow Brick Road and We’re off to See the Wizard. 
The Wizard of Oz, proudly sponsored by Heritage, will hit the Empire Theatre stage from 23 March to 1 April. Tickets are on sale now. 
For more information or to purchase tickets contact the Empire Theatre’s ticketing office on 1300 655 299 or visit www.empiretheatre.com.au. 
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