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Indigenous Youth Participate in Dance Workshops 
Young people were popping and locking at the Empire Theatre’s hip hop and contemporary dance workshops last Friday. 
The workshops were part of a program the Empire Theatre is running in 2011 for Indigenous youth in Toowoomba.   
They were facilitated by members of the Aboriginal Centre for the Performing Arts in Brisbane, who are trained in dance. 
Empire Theatre’s Artistic Director, Lewis Jones, said the four workshops held across the Toowoomba region offered a new and exciting experience for the students. 
“By providing opportunities for Indigenous youth groups and students to engage with contemporary dance, the Empire Theatre hopes to increase the depth of the community’s connection with the performing arts,” Mr Jones said.  

“These workshops are designed to introduce the kids to dance and only require a willingness to have a go,” he said. 
Oakey Traditional Dance Troup, Whaddup, Rockville State Primary and Harristown State High Schools participated in the event.

Harristown State High School’s Community Education Counsellor, Helen Dingle, said her school is very appreciative of The Empire Theatre and the Aboriginal Centre for the Performing Arts for including her students in the project. 

“It has been a wonderful opportunity for our students to be involved in contemporary dance and I have had nothing but positive feedback from the students who participated,” Ms Dingle said. 

“It has been a wonderful incentive for the students to excel within the school environment and has enabled my students to stay focussed and inspired,” she said. 

“It has been awesome – there really is no other word to describe this project and the positive effect it has had on my students.” 
The workshop facilitators will be coming to town once a term this year to take two hour hip hop and contemporary dance lessons.  

The next workshop will be held on August 11 and 12. For more information call Empire Theatre’s Projects Officer Jeanette on 4698 9925. 
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