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Good Guy Plays Bad Boy Role  
For local actor Kent Martin, taking to the stage for his latest ‘bad boy’ role may prove to be a challenge. 

Mr Martin, 24, is suiting up to perform the notorious role of groom James Davis in the Empire Theatre’s production of Secret Bridesmaids’ Business. 
“This is my first ‘bad guy’ role and I’m very excited to take on the challenge, as James is no ordinary bad guy!” Mr Martin said.  

“I have heard that in other productions the audience has reacted to James in a very hostile and very vocal way,” he said. 
One of those productions was the Toowoomba Repertory Theatre’s 2003 performance of Secret Bridesmaids’ Business. 
As James was delivering a controversial monologue, a man and woman in the audience reacted to the message and stormed out of the theatre. 
However, dealing with audience interruptions is something Mr Martin is no stranger to. 

“As an actor dealing with interruptions, you have two choices – ignore the audience as if they are only a fly on the wall or acknowledge the audience and react to them as a character,” he said. 
Mr Martin, whose has a background mainly in opera and musical theatre, has performed in numerous Empire Theatre and Toowoomba Choral Society productions and currently teaches and conducts singing. 

For now though, his efforts are being poured into perfecting his role in Secret Bridesmaids’ Business. 
“I am really enjoying working with such a talented cast and this great Australian text,” he said. 

“The play is very funny and the rehearsal room is normally filled with laughter.”

Secret Bridesmaids’ Business is a hilarious show about the night before Meg Bacon’s wedding. 

While the bride prepares for the biggest day of her life and her mum Colleen (played by Kate Wilson) fusses over ribbons and shoe fabrics, Meg’s bridesmaids, Lucy and Angela, stumble upon some information that has the potential to shatter Meg’s dream. 

Secret Bridesmaids’ Business hits the Empire Theatre stage from Thursday 16 June to Saturday 18 June at 8pm. 
Tickets are available through the Empire Theatre Ticketing Office on 1300 655 299 or visit www.empiretheatre.com.au. 
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