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Empire Theatre assists flood affected kids

Students from disaster-recovering communities will receive a special gift to enjoy a show at the Empire Theatre, free-of-charge. 

Students from five local schools will be treated to a performance of Statespeare, a hilarious, modern twist on Shakespeare’s works. 
The State Government is covering the performance costs for eight productions, including Statespeare, touring to venues across Queensland. 
The Government’s generosity means the Empire Theatre is able to pass on its substantial saving in production costs to members of the community. 
In a previous statement, Arts Minister Rachel Nolan said the Government wants to give young people and their communities every opportunity to go out and enjoy a good show or take part in an arts event this year. 

Ms Nolan said Queenslanders have been doing it tough, so the Bligh Government will pick up the touring costs to lighten the load. 

General Manager of the Empire Theatre, Ann-Marie Ryan, said sharing the saving they have received by offering free tickets is one way they can help. 

“This is the perfect opportunity for students who have had a tough few months to get out and enjoy a free show,” Ms Ryan said. 

“Statespeare will be an exciting and memorable event for these students,” she said. 
Students from Crow’s Nest and Bell State School and Oakey, Lockyer Valley and Toowoomba State High Schools will attend the performance.  

A fast-paced, hilarious show, Statespeare follows four students on the brink of their Year 12 performance task. 

Lachlan and Nerys, armed with their combined knowledge of the works of Shakespeare, their fierce (albeit dorky) intelligence and their acting talent that goes way beyond the typical Year 12 student, simply can’t fail. 

Enter Jay and Rob – two enterprising cool kids without any interest in Shakespeare, but who can see the advantages of teaming up with this pair of theatre-geeks to help boost their drama grade as they prepare to answer the question – Is Shakespeare still relevant? 

Statespeare is a witty, exciting and eye-opening experience, proving that Mr Will still knows how to shake 400 years on. 
Tickets are still available for purchase through the Empire Theatre Ticketing Office on 1300 655 299 or visit www.empiretheatre.com.au.
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