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$10,000 Arts Bursary for Young Performing Artists 
still going ahead – closes 31 January 2011
Despite suffering damage during last week’s floods ‘the show must go on’. Young actors, dancers, singers and musicians across Australia still have the opportunity to further their careers by applying for the $10,000 Brian Boak ‘Developing Performer’ Bursary, co-ordinated by Toowoomba’s Empire Theatre.  Applications remain open until the closing date, 31 January 2011.
Empire Theatre Foundation Officer, Jeanette Wedmaier, said the bursaries were designed to meet the needs of exceptional young performers who possessed ‘star potential’.

‘The applicants need to have demonstrated outstanding skills and have national potential in their field of expertise,’ she said. 

‘This Bursary offers support to a person wishing to pursue a program of study or professional development at a recognised university, specialist post-secondary institution or other centre of excellence, in the areas of acting, dancing, singing or instrumental performance. 

‘The Bursary must be used to assist in defraying the cost of participation in the proposed program by contribution to fees, accommodation, travel and living expenses as approved by the selectors. 

‘The application process is likely to include an extensive review of preliminary shortlisted applications by experienced performing arts professionals followed by interviews with the final shortlisted candidates.’  

Past winners of the Brian Boak ‘Developing Performer’ Bursary have included:

· 2009 ​– Dane Lam, conducting – originally from Brisbane, he studied at Julliard in New York and travelled to Manchester, England to undertake a conducting internship. 

· 2009 – Emily Goddard, an actor and performer from Melbourne – was able to continue her study in Clown, Bouffon and character creation at the Parisian theatre school, l’ecole Philippe Gaulier, as well as furthering her collaboration with Ultimo Comboio Teatro. 

· 2008 – Nicola Hayden, flautist – a University of Southern Queensland Master of Music graduate, the Bursary (in conjunction with the USQ 2007 Joyce Campbell Lloyd scholarship for overseas study) enabled her to travel to London and New York to study with internationally renowned flautists and composers
The Brian Boak Bursaries were made possible through the generosity of Toowoomba theatre enthusiast and Queensland Rail employee, the late Brian Boak. 

Mr Boak had a passion for all aspects of performing arts and was an active member of the Toowoomba Philharmonic Society and Repertory Theatre.  His generous bequest to support emerging artists through the Empire Theatre has ensured the bursaries will continue for many years to come. 

Applications are invited from Australian citizens, residing anywhere in the country, aged between 18 and 35. For full details contact Jeanette Wedmaier at the Empire Theatre on 07 4690 9925 or visit the Empire Theatre’s website www.empiretheatre.com.au. 

— Ends —
Media Enquiries 

Catherine Harris
Acting Marketing Manager
Empire Theatres

Phone: 07 4698 9922 or 0419 728 799


Email: catherine@empiretheatre.com.au
 

