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The Empire Theatre - Celebrating 100 Years

The grand old lady of Toowoomba has aged through the decades from a flourishing silent movie house in 1911 to the largest regional theatre in Australia today, bringing the very best of entertainment to the region. So it is no surprise that, when the Empire Theatre turns 100 years old in June, it will be a celebration to remember. 
With an astonishing history of being plucked from cinematic obscurity to being transformed into a modern performing arts venue, the Empire Theatre has been through the ashes, quite literally after being destroyed by fire in 1933, to being restored to its former art-deco glory and a cultural hub of the region. 

Since its re-opening in 1997, the Theatre has continued to become a firm favourite with the community, attracting everyone from fans of opera and ballet to contemporary dance and children’s performances through its doors with a well-rounded program of performing arts events. 
The Theatre’s General Manager, Ms Ann-Marie Ryan said that the celebrations planned for the Centenary year would follow the same philosophy that the Theatre has always held towards its performing arts program – something for everyone. 

“From a black tie ball on stage to the screening of classic films, a nod to the Theatre’s golden days as a movie house, everyone in the community will have a chance to celebrate our region’s heritage and to experience the atmosphere of the Theatre.’

Planned events include historical tours which will allow visitors to peek backstage and hear stories of the past. Of course, the Theatre will also host a variety of performances as part of its celebrations – with everyone from ‘The Man from Snowy River’, Tom Burlinson with his performance of Now We’re Swingin’ to the Empire Theatre production of the Australian classic play, Secret Bridesmaids’ Business gracing the stage. 
For more information about the Empire Theatres’ Centenary Celebrations visit www.empiretheatre.com.au or call the Ticketing Office on 1300 655 299. 
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