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Youth Bursary Helps to Realise Dream
For 19-year-old Toowoomba girl, Brooke Ryan, playing the trumpet is something she can do in her sleep. 
And although she’s not dreaming about being the next James Morrison, Miss Ryan, like any maturing musician, certainly sees herself performing in front of thousands. 
The graphic design student, who plays the solo cornet for the Toowoomba Municipal Band 1 and 2, first realised her dream when she attended the McGregor Summer School Arts Retreat in 2009, after receiving an Empire Theatres Foundation Youth Bursary. 
“I applied for the bursary and definitely did not expect I would win, as I was up against some fantastic performers and fellow instrumental musicians,” Miss Ryan said. 

“I was very excited to receive the bursary, which allowed me to enjoy the summer playing the trumpet with like-minded musicians,” she said.  

“I always wanted to go to the McGregor Summer School and the Youth Bursary I received from the Empire Theatres Foundation made it happen.” 

Miss Ryan said she encourages young people to apply for this year’s Youth Bursaries, as they too may have the chance to improve their skills.  

The Empire Theatres Foundation is currently inviting young people between the ages of 12 and 25 to apply for bursaries to attend professional development short courses at leading Australian performing arts institutions. 
Past winners of Youth Bursaries have attended prestigious institutions, including the National Institute of Dramatic Arts (NIDA), Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA), the Conservatorium of Music in Brisbane and the Victorian College of Arts. 

The bursaries aim to assist young people who demonstrate current involvement and achievement in a performing arts discipline. 
Since it began in 2003, the Foundation’s Youth Program has awarded over 190 youth bursaries which have helped kick-off the careers of many people who have gone on to pursue careers in the performing arts. 

Other past winners are now acting professionally in stage productions, studying at the Conservatorium of Music in Brisbane or working within the industry in lighting and media.

Many recipients have appeared in the Empire Theatres’ major productions over the years including Singin’ in the Rain, Disney’s High School Musical, The Boy From Oz and most recently Secret Bridesmaids’ Business. 

The Empire Theatres Foundation provides courses in a range of disciplines including dance, acting, instrumental music, singing, musical theatre and animation. 

Since 2010, bursaries have also been provided in more diverse fields such as jazz singing, composing and conducting, playmaking and rock school. 

The Empire Theatres Foundation Youth Bursaries are open to any Australian citizen between the ages of 12 and 25 and applications close Friday 29 July at 4pm. 

For more information or to download an application form visit www.empiretheatre.com.au or call 4698 9938. 
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