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April’s Fool Set for National Tour

The Empire Theatre has received funding to tour their 2010 production of April’s Fool nationwide next year. 
The go ahead has come from Playing Australia, the Australian Government’s national touring program for the performing arts. 

Playing Australia has announced a grant of $128,503.24 for the Empire Theatre to tour the show to 22 venues across Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia. 
The tour includes 43 performances and comprises 6 Metropolitan, 15 Regional and 1 Remote destination.  

April’s Fool, an Empire Theatres production about grief, loss and recovery, premiered at the Oakey Cultural Centre last year, before travelling to Chinchilla, Dalby, Ipswich and Brisbane. 

It tells the story of Toowoomba teenager, Kristjan Terauds, who died due to complications from illicit drug use in April 2009. 

In the lead-up to Kristjan’s death, his father, David Terauds, kept a journal documenting the experience and generously allowed the Empire Theatre to bring Kristjan’s story to the stage. 

David Burton, an award winning playwright, was then commissioned by the Empire Theatre Projects Company to piece the play together. 

“Different people had varied reactions when they read the journal. I actually picked it up over breakfast thinking I would just read a part of it. I was still there four or five hours later,” Mr Burton said. 

“I just had a ‘my God’ reaction and the same when I read it again the next day,” he said. 
Empire Theatre Acting General Manager, Kerry Saul, said the Empire Theatre is thrilled to have received the funding from Playing Australia. 
“This has been a fantastic outcome for the Empire Theatre and we’re incredibly excited to be able to tour this moving and thought provoking production,” Mr Saul said. 

“April’s Fool is verbatim theatre, which means it uses the actual words of those involved – family, friends and acquaintances. The result is high impact theatre which is, to quote David Burton, ‘so real that a writer simply could not achieve it’.” 
April’s Fool was recently shortlisted for the Premier’s Literary Award for Best New Play. 

It will begin its tour in May 2012. 
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